[An initial experience of extracorporeal irradiation of the blood in heart surgery patients].
Ultraviolet (UV) blood irradiation has been performed in 11 patients with postoperative sepsis. UV blood irradiation was not accompanied by blood cell damage and stress reaction to irradiation. Already after the first session all the patients demonstrated a decrease in the maximum daily body temperature. Most patients revealed improvement in their somatic condition. Positive clinical effect was observed in 8 patients, 4 patients recovered completely. UV blood irradiation in combination with conventional therapeutic techniques may be used in the management of postoperative septic complications in cardiosurgical patients.